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AN OUTSTANDING 
SEVENTY 
In the 70 years since its founding asajunior 
college in 1932, Boise State University has produced a number of prominent, suc-
cessful and inspirational alumni. In celebration of those 70 years, FOCUS maga-
zine takes a look back to remember 70 exceptional alumni who made a difference 
- and made an impres-
sion. (Actually, the list is a 
bit longer than 70 because 
a few spots are shared by 
more than 
one alum.) 
Our list is 
by no means 
a definitive 
"top 70," but 
rather a 
cross-section 
of success 
stories that 
intend to embody the true 
spirit of Boise State and 
its former students. As 
you review our list, we 
urge you to share with us 
the names and stories of 
others who you think 
merit recognition. 
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A fighter pilot during World 
War II, NAT ADAMS ('42) 
received the Distinguished 
Nat Adams 
Flying 
Cross for 
heroism 
and 
served in 
the same 
squadron 
as George 
Herbert 
Walker 
Bush, 
who later 
became 
United 
States 
president. 
An architect, Adams has 
worked in Boise for nearly 
half a century, designing 
such landmarks as All Saints 
Church, Bronco Stadium, the 
J.R. Simplot house, the First 
Church of Christ, Scientist, 
First National Bank at 
Orchard and Overland and a 
number of hospitals, 
banks and homes through-
out the region. Adams 
continues to work today. 
Boise physician MICHEAL 
ADCOX ('81) has been the 
medical director of the Saint 
Alphonsus Nephrology 
Center since 1995. He 
chaired the center's board of 
directors in 1999 - the 
same year he finished his 
term as president of the 
Boise State Alumni 
Association and was award-
ed the Robert L. Miller, M.D. 
Memorial Award for 
Consultant of the Year. He 
was inducted into the North 
Pacific Society of Internal 
Medicine in 1997 and was 
awarded the Dana 
Foundation Research 
Scholarship Award in 1990. 
WILLIAM ANDERSON ('39) 
wrote the best-seller 
Penelope 
while 
he was 
a pilot and public 
affairs officer in the A.ir 
Force. Using his military 
adventures as the basis for 
his writing, he became a full-
time author in 1964 and has 
written more than 20 books 
- both novels and nonfic-
tion - and screenplays. His 
book BAT-21 sold a million 
copies and became a 
Hollywood movie. He contin-
ues to write and edit maga-
zine columns and work on 
screenplays from his home 
in Fairfield, Calif., where he 
lives with his wife Dortha 
('39). 
Steve Appleton 
STEVE APPLETON ('82) was 
recruited to Boise State in 
1978 to play tennis. After 
graduating with a bachelor's 
degree in business manage-
ment, he began working at 
Micron on the night shift, 
earning $4.46 an hour. He 
received 11 promotions in 
tunities for kids to go to col-
lege. 
Former justice ROBERT BAKES 
('52) served 21 years with 
the Idaho Supreme Court, 
including serving as chief 
justice from 1989 until 
1993. Bakes authored 
nearly 1,000 written 
opinions including 
many precedent-setting 
cases, such as Bliss Valley v. 
West One Bank, outlining the 
law of lender liability. Bakes 
now is a private attorney in 
Boise who concentrates his 
practice in the area of alter-
native dispute resolution as 
well as consultation in trial 
and appellate practice. 
DENNIS BASSFORD ('8o) is 
CEO of Money Tree Inc., a 
nine years and was 
named company 
president in 1991. 
In 1994, he 
became CEO and 
chairman of the 
board, helping pro-
pel Micron 
Technology to 
become the lead- · 
ing DRAM produc-
er in the world. He 
received the uni- Dennis Bassford 
Seattle-
based 
check-
cashing 
company 
he found-
ed in 
1983 with 
his broth-
er David 
and sis-
ter-in-law 
Sara. 
versity's Silver 
Medallion award in 2001. 
lARRY ARGUINCHONA ('63) is 
president of Idaho Financial 
Associates software compa-
ny, which he founded in 
1985 and recently sold. He is 
also founder and chair of 
Syringa Bank and on the 
board of the Boise State 
University Foundation, the 
Bronco ,Athletic Association 
and Nelnet, a nationwide 
group specializing in oppor-
With 
more than 6oo employees 
and 72 branches in four 
states, the company is a 
leader in the retail financial 
service industry. Bassford 
was named a Master 
Entrepreneur of the Year in 
1998 and was named vice 
president of the National 
Check Cashers Association in 
1999· 
GARY BENNETT ('6o) is a for-
mer nuclear scientist with 
the U.S. Department of 
Energy. He managed the 
nuclear operations and safe-
ty program for the power 
supplies of the Galileo and 
Ulysses spacecrafts. He also 
served on the U.S. dele-
gation to the United 
Nations Committee 
on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space 
and served on several 
national technical commit-
tees. Bennett transferred to 
NASA in 1988; he retired in 
1994. In 1997, Bennett was 
elected a fellow of the 
American Institute of 
Aeronautics and 
Astronautics for his leader-
ship in space power and 
propulsion. He lives in 
Emmett. 
KEITH BISHOP ('82), a cellular 
immunologist specializing in 
organ transplants, is a pro-
fessor of surgery and direc-
tor of the graduate program 
in immunology at the 
University of Michigan 
School of Medicine. He is a 
member of the National 
Institutes of Health Surgery, 
Anesthesia, and Trauma 
Study Section and the recipi-
ent of more than $5 million 
in research support from the 
National Institutes of Health. 
Prior to his job at Michigan, 
he was a professor at the 
University of Utah School of 
Medicine. 
The face of EARL BOEN ('61) 
is familiar to millions of tele-
vision and film buffs. The 
Hollywood actor has 
appeared in more than so 
feature films, including 
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Terminator, Terminator 2, 9 
to 5 and Nutty Professor II. 
He will reappear as the evil 
Dr. Silverman in Terminator 
J, being filmed this summer. 
Boen has also made more 
than 400 television appear-
ances on such series such as 
Seinfeld, St. Elsewhere, The 
Golden Girls, and LA. Law. 
Boen was an original mem-
Earl Boen 
her of the Minneapolis 
Tyrone Guthrie Theatre act-
ing company. He then hit the 
"big time" and has been 
working in Los Angeles for 
the past 2 5 years. 
MARVIN BRYANT ('47), a 
microbiologist with a Ph.D. 
from the University of 
Maryland, received one of 
the highest honors for 
American scientists when he 
was elected in 1987 to the 
National Academy of 
Scientists. His specialty was 
the study of anaerobic (liv-
ing where no oxygen exists) 
bacteria of cud-chewing ani-
mals such as cows, goats, 
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deer and antelope. Bryant 
retired from the microbiolo-
gy department at the 
University of Illinois at 
Champaign-Urbana in 1994. 
He died on Oct. 16, 2000. 
Meridian's CHARLES BURTON 
('96) made Bronco history by 
being the first Boise State 
athlete to compete for the 
U.S. Olympic team. The 
wrestler placed fifth in the 
187-pound freestyle division 
at the 2000 Summer Games 
in Sydney, Australia. An All-
American for Boise State at 
167 pounds in 1996, Burton 
has wrestled internationally 
since he finished his colle-
giate career. After leaving 
Boise State, he won the 1997 
University Freestyle national 
championship and a silver 
medal at the 1999 World 
Team Trials. He is currently 
a wrestling coach at Indiana 
University. 
joHN CARLEY ('55) began 
working at Albertson's in 
1950 as a 16-year-old ice 
cream dipper and retired 
from the Boise-based grocery 
chain 46 years later as its 
president and chief operat-
ing officer. After working as 
a store director in 
Albertson's stores in Idaho, 
Montana and Washington, 
Carley rapidly ascended the 
corporate ladder, serving in 
operating positions in 
Seattle and Southern 
· California. He was elected to 
the board of directors in 
1979 and named Albertson's 
president in 1984. He resides 
in Boise and Arizona. 
jAMES USSAN ('6o) started 
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his Seattle-based Dollar Rent 
a Car in 1967 with six 
Volkswagens. The company 
now has a fleet of 3,000 
rentals at 12 outlets. A mem-
ber of BJC's 1958 national 
championship football team, 
Cassan's business interests 
now include real estate hold-
ings and land development. 
He lives in Mercer Island, 
Wash. 
The most successful four-
year period in Boise State 
basketball history took place 
between 1985 and 1989 with 
CHRIS CHILDS ('89) leading 
the way. Now a point guard 
with the NBA's Toronto 
Chris Childs 
Raptors, Childs started in 
every game during his career 
with the Broncos, leading 
BSU to Big Sky regular-sea-
son titles in 1988 and '89 
and the tournament crown 
in '88. In 1989, his senior 
year, he was named the MVP 
of the Big Sky. After five 
years in the CBA, he joined 
the NBA's New Jersey Nets 
and later joined 
the New York 
Knicks before 
being traded to 
Toronto. 
BETHINE CHURCH 
('43), the widow 
of the late U.S. 
Sen. Frank 
Church, is an 
active member of 
Bethine Church 
many civic and political 
organizations at the local 
and national levels. She has 
been instrumental in the 
growth of Boise State's Frank 
Church Chair of Public 
Affairs, an endowment that 
was established in 1981 to 
bring a variety of interna-
tionally known academic 
and political speakers to the 
university. She also is presi-
dent of the Sawtooth Society, 
an organization dedicated to 
the preservation of open 
spaces in the Sawtooths. 
jiM CouLSON ('56) was 
recruited to play football for 
Boise Junior College after 
serving in the Navy. In 1960, 
he went to work for Coeur 
d' Alenes Co. as an advertis-
ing manager. When the com-
pany faced hard times in 
1968, he took over its 
Spokane operation. Under 
his leadership, the company 
bounced back to become one 
of the Northwest's largest 
steel fabricators and distribu-
tors. Today he owns more 
than a third of the family-
run business. 
PAUL CouRTRIGHT ('78) 
earned a master's degree in 
public health from Johns 
Hopkins University in 1983, 
followed by a doctorate of 
public health in 1988 from 
University of 
California at Berkeley. He has 
traveled the world since 1984 
as an epidemiologist, fighting 
leprosy and other ocular dis-
eases. Specializing in eye dis-
eases, he has served as the co-
director for the Kilimanjaro 
Centre for Community 
Ophthalmology at Tumaini 
University in Africa since 
2001. Courtright is also an 
assistant professor of ophthal-
mology at the University of 
British Columbia and an asso-
ciate member of the UBC 
Center for Health Services 
Policy Research. 
CHRISTINE DONNELL ('73) is 
leader one of Idaho's largest 
and fastest-growing school 
Christine Donnell 
districts. As superintendent of 
the Meridian School District, 
Donnell is in charge of schools 
that serve 25,000 students. 
Donnell was a teacher and 
principal at schools in 
Payette, Fruitland and 
Meridian before she 
became superintend-
ent at Meridian in 
1998. 
ALLEN DYKMAN C74) 
was a member of 
U.S. Bancorp in 
1987 after 36 
years in the cor-
porate world, 
most of those as 
one of the 
top bank-
the Bronco football fohn Elorriaga 
team known as the 
"Cardiac Kids" that pulled 
out a win in the 1971 
Camellia Bowl over Chico 
State. Armed with a degree 
in economics, he went to 
work in the family electrical 
wholesale business before 
starting Dykman's Electric in 
1981. Dykman is an avid 
supporter of Boise State, 
serving as a board member 
and past president for both 
the Alumni Association and 
the BAA, and as president of 
the BSU Foundation, 
through which he funds a 
family endowed scholarship. 
ELAINE ELLIOTT ('77) is one of 
the top athletes in Boise 
State's history. Now in her 
19th year as women's head 
basketball coach at the 
University of Utah, Elliott 
has recorded the most wins 
of any coach in Utah 
women's basketball history 
and is regarded as one of the 
top women's coaches in the 
nation. Last season, the Utes 
made it to the Sweet 16 of 
the NCAA Tournament for 
the first time ever. 
joHN ELORRIAGA ('49) retired 
as chairman of the board 
and CEO of the United 
States Bank of Oregon and 
ating 
from BJC, he went on to earn 
aBBA from Oregon in 1951 
and MBA from Pitt in '52. 
Elorriaga now resides in 
Vancouver, Wash. 
BERNARD FISHER ('49) was an 
Air Force pilot in Vietnam in 
1966 when he risked his life 
to save a fellow airman. For 
his courage under fire, he 
was awarded the first Air 
Force Medal of Honor, 
bestowed by President 
Lyndon 
Johnson 
in 
January 
1967. He 
retired 
from the 
Air Force 
in 1973 
after 27 
years of 
com-
bined 
service 
in the 
Air Force 
Bernard Fisher 
and Navy and spent several 
years as a farmer. He is cur-
rently retired and lives with 
his wife in Kuna. 
Three track athletes, three 
wrestlers and a skier - they 
are Boise State's national 
individual athletic champs. 
BJC's CuRT FLISHER ('6o) won 
the 1960 national junior col-
lege 22o-yard low hurdles; 
EuGENE GREEN ('91) claimed 
the 1991 indoor triple jump; 
jAKE jACOBY ('85) took the 
1984 outdoor high jump; 
BJC wrestlers BuD jOHNSON 
('63) and BILL PEDERSON ('63) 
won the JC national crown at 
190 and 177 pounds, respec-
tively, in 1963; BILL SHAW 
('75) captured the 1974 
slalom title; and KIRK WHITE 
('oo) won the 165-pound 
wrestling championship in 
1999· 
HARRY FRITCHMAN ('46) was a 
beloved faculty member at 
Boise State who was consid-
ered an icon of the institu-
tion and taught countless 
students in biology courses 
during his 34 years here. 
Among his many honors 
were several 
Distinguished 
Professor Awards, 
serving for a num-
ber of years as 
chairman of the 
biology depart-
ment, and being 
recognized as the 
1973 Boise State 
alumnus of the 
year. "K," as he 
was commonly 
called, retired in 
1988. He died last 
September. 
The passion that FRANCISCO 
GARCIA ('75) has for equality 
in education fueled his rise 
from teaching in the 
Caldwell School District to 
his current position as the 
director of the Office of 
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Migrant Education in the 
U.S. Department of 
Education, an office that 
annually oversees more than 
$300 million in migrant edu-
cation funds. Garcia has also 
served as a consultant to the 
U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights and as director of the 
Northwest Regional 
Laboratory's Center for 
Bilingual Education. 
William Glynn 
WILLIAM GLYNN ('79) is presi-
dent and director of 
Intermountain Industries. 
He began his career in 
Omaha, Neb., before moving 
to Boise to join 
Intermountain Gas in 1973. 
After a brief hiatus to North 
Dakota, he returned to Boise 
in 1987 as Intermountain's 
president after it became a 
private company. Today 
Intermountain Industries 
consists of Intermountain 
Gas Co., III Exploration Co., 
Petroglyph Energy Inc. and 
InterWest Capital Inc. Glynn 
was the recipient of the 2001 
Community Service Award 
from the Boise Metro 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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Boa GosSETT ('43) was a 
visionary who understood 
that personal computers 
would change the face of 
business. Gossett founded 
Cougar Mountain Software in 
Boise in 1982 at the age of 59· 
The company, which develops 
software for mid-range 
accounting and point-of-sales 
transactions, has annual rev-
enues of more than $5.1 mil-
lion and is ranked by Soft 
Letter in the top 100 of inde-
pendent software companies 
in the nation. Gossett turned 
over day-to-day operations of 
the company in 1999 but 
remains CEO. 
Celia Gould 
State Rep. CELIA GouLD ('79) 
was only 29 when she was 
first elected to the Idaho 
Legislature in 1986, making 
her one of the youngest 
women lawmakers ever to 
serve in Idaho. Prior to her 
retirement this year, she was 
chair of the Judiciary, Rules 
and Administration 
Committee and sits on the 
Revenue and Taxation 
Committee. Gould is a ranch-
er and farmer in Buhl who 
got involved in politics in 
Ronald Reagan's ·1976 cam-
paign. 
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GARY GREEN ('68) was the 
first student to receive a 
bachelor's degree in music 
from Boise State College. 
He is now director of bands 
and chair of the instrumen-
tal performance department 
at the School of Music at 
University of Miami. Green 
has received numerous 
honors and awards, includ-
Kitty Gurnsey 
ing national recognition as 
director of bands at 
University High School in 
Spokane. He has conducted 
honor bands internationally 
and in most of the so states. 
EDWARD GROFF ('54) accumu-
lated more than 40 years of 
experience in the planning, 
design and construction 
management of hydroelec-
tric plants, railroads and 
other public facilities before 
he retired as principal engi-
neer at Duke Engineering & 
Service in North Carolina in 
1998. Groff spent 33 years 
with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers 
before taking 
a job as senior 
manager at 
Idaho Power, 
the position 
he held before 
joining Duke. 
His projects 
include the 
$soo million 
Dworshak 
Dam near 
Orofino and 
the $30 mil-
lion levee on 
the Snake and Sergio Gutierrez 
Clearwater rivers at 
Lewiston. Groff lives in 
Boise with his wife Adriana 
('s6). 
KITTY GURNSEY ('76) served 
22 years as a state represen-
tative from Boise's District 
19 before retiring at the end 
of the 1996 session. She 
served as co-chair of 
the Joint Finance 
Appropriations 
Committee from 
1980-1996 and as a 
member of the 
Environmental 
Affairs Committee. 
Gurnsey is current-
ly chair of the 
Idaho State Preston Hale 
Pharmacy Board. 
At 14, SERGIO GUTIERREZ 
('8o) was a high school 
dropout. 
Recently, at 
the age of 
47, he was 
sworn in to 
the Idaho 
Court of 
Appeals, 
becoming 
the first 
Hispanic on 
the state's 
appellate 
bench. After 
he earned 
his GED, the 
Mexican-
born Gutierrez was recruited 
to Boise State in 1976 to par-
ticipate in a program to train 
bilingual teachers, but he 
opted for law 
school once he 
earned his bach-
elor's degree. As 
a young attor-
ney, he worked 
for Legal Aid 
Services, repre-
senting farm-
workers. He later 
opened a practice in Boise 
and was appointed to the 
District Court in 1993 by 
then-Gov. Cecil Andrus. 
PRESTON HALE ('33) is 
part of the reason 
why Broncos wear 
blue and orange. 
Hale, one of Reno's 
most successful real 
estate developers, 
was among a 
small group of 
athletes who 
picked the 
school's colors 
and the Bronco 
mascot. They made the selec-
tions back in 1932 when the 
school was just a tiny So-stu-
dent junior college. As a 
developer, Hale, now semi-
retired, has helped transform 
Reno into a major metropoli-
tan area. 
As a student at BJC jERRY 
HANNIFIN ('38) remembers a 
professor telling his class 
they should visit Brazil 
someday. In 1969-70, he was 
TIME magazine's bureau 
chief there. A world-
renowned aviation expert 
and journalist, Hannifin still 
works on demand as a con-
sultant for TIME Inc. moni-
toring and reporting on aero-
space matters from Cocoa 
Beach, Fla. From seeing 
Charles Lindbergh at the 
Boise airport in 1927 to the 
Atlantis shuttle, to viewing 
8o-plus rocket and shuttle 
launches into space, 
Hannifin says his love of 
aerospace has spanned a life-
time. 
Fiddler DANITA HARTZ ('96) 
combines technical virtuosi-
ty with her own distinctive 
style. In 1998, she became 
the first woman ever to win 
the championship division 
of Weiser's National Oldtime 
Fiddler's Contest. She repeat-
ed the feat, winning top hon-
ors at Weiser again in 2000 
Danita Hartz 
and 2001. She also is a three-
time Grand Masters Fiddle 
Champion and holds a num-
ber of other fiddle titles. 
Hartz runs a music shop in 
Meridian and teaches les-
sons. Her latest album, 
which also features 
her husband, fid-
dler Matt Hartz, 
was hailed as "one 
of the best fiddle 
recordings to 
come along in 
years" by The 
Devil's Box 
zine. 
Gib Hochstrasser 
Musical legend G1a 
HoCHSTRASSER ('so) studied 
music at BJC and later 
founded and directed the 18-
piece Kings of Swing big 
band. During his long career, 
Hochstrasser performed with 
Bob Hope, Red Skelton, Jim 
Nabors and Wayne Newton. 
Despite offers to join big-
name bands, Hochstrasser 
remained in Boise, playing 
with the Kings of Swing at 
the Boise River Festival, at a 
concert in his honor at the 
Morrison Center, and at 
many other venues. He died 
at home in Boise in 1999 at 
age 72. 
Hollywood filmmaker 
MICHAEL HOFFMAN ('79) was 
Boise State's first Rhodes 
Scholar. He produced 
his first film, featur-
ing fellow student 
Hugh Grant, while a 
student at Oxford. 
His movies 
include Promised 
Land, Soapdish, 
Restoration 
(which won 
two Oscars), 
One Fine Day 
Michael Hoffman 
and A 
Midsummer 
Night's Dream. 
In February he 
directed "A 
Cherry Orchard" 
for Boise 
Contemporary 
Theatre. His lat-
est film, The 
Palace Thief 
with Kevin 
Klein is due for 
release this fall, 
and he is cur-
rently working 
on a television 
pilot in Los Angeles. His 
wife, Samantha Silva, is a 
1980 Boise State graduate. 
VICTORIA HoLLOWAY ('78) is a 
professional director, play-
wright and actor who was a 
founding member and for-
mer artistic director of the 
Idaho Shakespeare Festival. 
A driving force in regional 
theatre, Holloway co-found-
ed the American Stage in St. 
Petersburg, Fla., producing 
more than 90 productions in 
her 15 years there. Since 
1995 she has been a member 
of the theatre faculty at 
Arizona State University, 
directing department plays 
and regional theatre in 
Florida and Arizona. 
Holloway also served as 
executive director of the Sun 
Valley Repertory Company 
from 1996 to 2001. 
Evidence of work by 
CHARLES HuMMEL ('43) can be 
found throughout Boise. As 
one of Idaho's top architects, 
he designed the Boise Public 
Library, the National 
Interagency Fire Center and 
many other landmarks. His 
father and uncle designed all 
of the original BJC campus 
buildings. Hummel, whose 
career in architecture spans 
more than six decades, is 
helping with the restoration 
of a piece of Boise history -
the O'Farrell log cabin, 
which is the city's first build-
ing. 
BILL ILETT ('65) is president 
of TransCorp Inc., a trucking 
industry management and 
consulting firm. In 1995 he 
was awarded the State of 
Idaho's Blue Chip Enterprise 
Award by the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce. In 1997 he 
put together a group of 
investors to bring the Idaho 
Stampede basketball team of 
the Continental Basketball 
Association to the Treasure 
Valley. He served on the CBA 
Executive Committee until 
the team 
was sold in 
1999· 
On the 
mound, 
in the 
business 
world 
or in 
the 
politi-
cal arena, lARRY jACKSON 
('52) was a natural. After a 
1o-year major league career 
as a pitcher with the St. 
Louis Cardinals, Chicago 
Cubs and Philadelphia 
Phillies, the ex-BJC baseball 
and football star returned to 
Idaho and worked for Boise 
Cascade before starting his 
own insurance business. He 
served four terms in the 
state Legislature - sitting 
on the Appropriations 
Committee for eight years, 
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four of those as chair - and 
ran for governor in 1978. He 
died of cancer in 1990. 
BEN jAYNE ('48) was a foot-
ball All-American at BJC and 
an Athletic Hall of Farner, 
but his real love is academia. 
Jayne went on to earn a 
Ph.D. in forestry engineering 
from Yale in 1955 and 
served as dean of Duke's 
School of Forestry from 
1976-85. He also served on 
faculties at Yale, Washington 
State, Washington and North 
Carolina State. In 1988 he 
was selected as the second 
professor to occupy the 
Maurice K. Godard Chair in 
forestry and environmental 
resources at Penn State. He 
lives in Gig Harbor, Wash. 
Gus joHNSON ('62) is general-
ly considered the greatest 
player to wear a Bronco bas-
ketball uniform. He was a 
five-time NBA All-Star with 
the Baltimore Bullets and 
played in the NBA and ABA 
for more than a decade. In 
his single season at BJC 
(1961-62) he 
averaged 28 
points per 
game and 
scored 43 in 
a single con-
test before 
transferring 
to Idaho. He 
died of can-
cer in 1987. 
In 1995, 
Idaho Gov. 
Phil Batt 
Jack Kane 
appointed joHN "jACK" KANE 
('70) as commander of the 
Idaho National Guard. Kane 
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is responsible for the train-
ing, readiness, management 
and combat effectiveness of 
some 5,000 soldiers and air 
personnel. Kane, whose 
headquarters are at Gowen 
Field, also serves as director 
of the state's Bureau of 
Disaster Services. 
KARL KNAPP ('81) spent two 
years as a Rhodes Scholar at 
Karl Knapp 
Oxford, where he earned a 
master's degree in English 
literature. From there he 
went to Wall Street where he 
worked as an associate in the 
public finance division of 
E.F. Hutton, and in 1988 he 
earned an 
MBA from 
Harvard 
Business 
School. Knapp 
and his family 
recently 
moved from 
Houston back 
to New York 
City, where he 
has taken a 
new job as a 
managing 
director for 
United Bank of Switzerland 
(UBS) Warburg, a leading 
global investment banking 
and securities 
firm. 
Finance graduate 
LOUANN KRUEGER 
('78) is a 
Northwest busi-
ness leader. 
Krueger is Idaho 
Community 
Banking President 
for Wells Fargo 
Bank. She oversees 
operations, sales 
and customer serv-
ices for 92 branch-
es in Idaho and 
Oregon and super-
vises as many as 
1,000 employees. 
Danette 
Lansing, 
above right; 
John 
Thomson, 
right. 
DANETTE lANSING ('92) and 
jOHN THOMSON ('71), have 
both received national recog-
nition for their teaching of 
elementary school physical 
education. Lansing was hon-
ored by the Walt Disney Co. 
with a 2001 American 
Teacher Award, for which 
111,000 teachers were nomi-
nated. She was named the 
best in the wellness and 
sports category for her fun 
and innovative teaching 
style. Thomson was likewise 
named the best teacher in 
the nation in 1991 by the 
American Alliance for 
Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance. 
Twins BILL and Boa 
LEAVERTON ('43) earned busi-
ness administration and 
music degrees before serving 
in the Army and then work-
ing as musicians in 
California and Las Vegas. 
The two went on to work for 
their father's plumbing busi-
ness in Idaho Falls before 
being drawn to sunny 
California, where they oper-
ated several plumbing com-
panies and eventually the 
Leaverton Co. They ran the 
multi-million-dollar company 
in Anaheim together until 
Bill died of cancer in 1992. 
Bob is now the owner of the 
nearly $so million business 
that manages industrial busi-
ness parks. 
Judge EDWARD 
LODGE ('ss) 
was the 
ever 
appoint-
ed to the 
District 
Court of 
Idaho 
and has 
spent 
nearly 
40 
Edward Lodge 
years serving in various 
courts in Idaho. Lodge, now 
a U.S. District judge, has 
handled some of Idaho's 
most famous cases, 
including the Claude 
Dallas murder trial and 
the Randy Weaver 
trial. Lodge was an 
All-American football 
player for BJC in 
1955· 
A standout on the 
Boise State debate 
team during his 
undergraduate 
days in the 
mid-' 70s, 
communica-
tion profes-
sor MARTY 
Mosr ('86) 
Marty Most returned to 
his alma When jAY Luo ('82) 
received his bachelor of sci-
ence in mathematics from 
Boise State at age 12, he was 
the youngest college gradu-
ate on record. In 1984 he 
received his master's in 
mathematics from Stanford, 
and in '87 he earned a sec-
ond master's in computer 
science, also from Stanford. 
He lives and works in the 
Atlanta area as a software 
consultant. 
jAMES McCLARY ('59) began 
working for Boise-based 
Morrison-Knudsen as a high 
school laborer and retired 
from the construction giant 
45 years later as its chairman 
of the board in 1978. 
McClary began his affiliation 
with Boise State as a BJC stu-
dent in 1934 and later 
earned an associate's degree 
in 1959. He served on the 
school's board of directors 
for several terms and was its 
chair when Boise College 
became a state-assisted 
school. McClary was one of 
the five founding members 
of the BSU Foundation and 
served as its president from 
197o-81. McClary, who 
earned an engineering 
degree from Stanford, lives 
in Boise. 
mater in the late 198os and 
guided the forensics pro-
gram to national promi-
nence. Since Most became 
the director of forensics in 
1988, the speech and debate 
team has won 27 invitational 
tournament championships, 
three regional titles, eight 
Northwest Forensic 
Conference championships, 
and has never finished lower 
than third in regional or con-
ference competition. Since 
1990, 62 forensics team 
members have received NFC 
All-Conference honors. In 
the past decade, Boise State 
has always placed among the 
top 20 teams at the Pi Kappa 
Delta National Collegiate 
Forensics Tournament, 
including finishes of sixth in 
1993, third in 1995, fourth in 
1999 and fifth in 2001. 
RICHARD 
NELSON 
('72), 
recently 
retired as 
CEO of 
Regence 
BlueShield 
in 
Washington 
state after 
almost 30 
years in the Richard Nelson 
insurance industry. Close to 
20 of those years were with 
either Blue Cross or 
BlueShield agencies. Nelson 
also served on the BAA 
board from 1993-96. He, his 
wife, Teresa, and all three of 
their children attended Boise 
State. 
Former Nevada governor 
MIKE O'CALLAGHAN ('so) 
earned two medals for 
extraordinary action during 
battle during the Korean 
War- the Silver Star and 
the Bronze Star with a "v" 
for valor. After teaching high 
school gov-
ernment 
and history, 
he became 
active in 
Democratic 
politics, 
eventually 
serving as 
Nevada 
governor 
from 1971-
78. He is 
currently 
an execu- Mike O'Callaghan 
tive and 
columnist for the Las Vegas 
Sun newspaper. 
U.S. Rep. C.L 
"BurcH" 
Onn ('64) 
has a long 
record of pub-
lic service. 
Elected to 
represent 
Idaho's First 
Congressional 
District in 
2001, Otter 
previously 
served four 
Jan Packwood 
terms as the state's lieu-
tenant governor, longer than 
anyone in 
Idaho history. 
He also served 
two terms in 
the Idaho 
House of 
Representatives 
and is the for-
mer director 
and vice presi-
dent of Simplot 
International. 
jAN PACKWOOD 
('84) joined 
Idaho Power in 
1970. He was 
elected president and chief 
executive officer of both 
IDACORP and Idaho Power 
in 1999. He relinquished his 
responsibilities as Idaho 
Power president in March. A 
former Army officer, he's 
well known in the utility 
industry for his leadership 
skills. He serves on several 
local boards and is past 
chairman of the Western 
Systems Coordinating 
Council. 
When she was a single 
mother of four, MARY 
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PEARSON ('79) worked her Caldwell cowboy DEE PICKEn 
way through school and then ('78) played quarterback for 
was accepted into five of the Boise State in 
seven law schools to which 1976 and 
she applied. She became 1977 
one of three judges for the before 
Northwest Intertribal Court hang-
System, based in Edmonds, ing up 
Wash., and traveled the cir- his foot-
cuit ruling on civil ,_............. ball helmet to 
and criminal matters. A devote full attention to his 
descendant of the Georgia rodeo career. It turned out to 
Creek tribe, Pearson is now be the right decision as he 
in private practice in won the Professional Rodeo 
Okanagan, Wash. She still Cowboys Association's all-
serves as vice president of around championship in 
the Northwest Tribal Court 1984. He also claimed the 
Judges and is working on a world title in team roping 
book titled From Genocide to and was the 1984 national 
Juriscide, which discusses finals calf roping average 
the ways she believes geno- winner. 
cide of Native Americans has 
been legalized over the years. 
RALPH PETERSON ('65) was 
named an outstanding 
young engineer at Boise 
College in 1965. Now the 
president and CEO of CH2M 
Hill, he has an environmen-
tal engineering degree from 
Stanford 
University and is 
an advocate for 
the environment. 
He has represent-
ed industry for 
the Clinton 
administra-
tion's 
'Technology 
for a 
Sustainable 
Future" ini-
tiative, at the Ralph Peterson 
Rio+ 5 
Forum (a follow-up to the 
1992 Earth Summit), and at 
China's Agenda 2 1 
Conference. 
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DIANE HADDOCK RussELL 
('61) was a professor and 
chair of the department 
of pharmacology and 
therapeutics at the 
University of Southern 
Florida before she died 
of cancer in 1989. 
Before working at 
USF she was a professor of 
pharmacology at the 
University of Arizona 
Medical School for several 
years. 
Internationally 
known for her 
pioneering 
research in cell 
growth, she was 
one of 2 7 female 
scientists includ-
ed in the 
Institute for 
Scientific 
Information's list of the 
1,000 contemporary scien-
tists most cited between 
1967-78. 
ANA MARIA 
SCHACHTELL 
('91) is an advo-
cate for 
Hispanic educa-
tion and cultur-
al pride, 
Schachtell 
played a lead-
ing role in lay-
ing the ground-
work to create 
a Hispanic 
Cultural Center Ana Maria Schachtell 
in Nampa, serv-
ing as president of the cen-
ter's board for five years and 
currently serving as 
a board member. 
She was named 
2002 Human Rights 
Leader of the Year by 
United Vision of 
Idaho, and 
received the 2002 
Idaho Women 
Making a 
Difference award 
from the 
Epilepsy 
Foundation as 
well as other honors. 
Schachtell is a former presi-
dent of Mujeres Unidas of 
Idaho and a former board 
member of the Ada County 
Human Rights Task Force. 
Boise resident MARILYN 
SHULER ('77) has worked for 
more than two decades to 
advance human rights for 
Idahoans. Shuler is president 
of the Idaho Human Rights 
Education Center, which is 
building the Idaho Anne 
Frank Human Rights 
Memorial along the 
Greenbelt in Boise. She was 
director of the Idaho Human 
Rights Commission for 20 
years before becoming presi-
dent of the Education Center 
in 1999. 
BEnv REDDOCH STADLER ('41) 
organized the first Idaho 
chapter of Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving in 1988 fol-
lowing the death of her 
daughter by a drunk driver 
in 1987. Stadler was among 
the first group of students to 
meet in what was then the 
brand new Administration 
Building in the early '40s. 
She and her late husband, 
Ben, eventually opened 
Shadow Valley Golf Course. 
The business is still family 
owned and operated. 
Former All-Americans RANDY 
TRAUTMAN ('82) and DAVE 
WILCOX ('62) achieved foot-
ball's ultimate honor after 
their playing days. In 1999 
Trautman, a defensive tackle 
during the 1978-81 seasons, 
was the first player from 
Idaho to be inducted into the 
College Football Hall of 
Fame. He played in the 
Canadian Football League 
from 1982-85. Wilcox, a two-
way lineman for BJC in 1960 
and '61, finished his colle-
giate career at Oregon and 
went on to become one of 
the top linebackers in NFL 
history, earning Pro Bowl 
honors seven times during 
his 11 years with the San 
Francisco 49ers. In 2000 he 
was enshrined in the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame. 
Historian MERLE WELLS ('39) 
founded the Idaho State 
Archives, began Idaho's state 
historic preservation pro-
gram and became known as 
Idaho's preeminent historian 
before his death in 2000. He 
will be remembered as a 
teacher, writer and the only 
Idaho historian emeritus. 
Author of more than a 
dozen books and at least 100 
articles, he was also the driv-
Merle Wells 
ing force behind Idaho's his-
torical marker program. 
Boise businessman lARRY 
WILLIAMS ('73) founded 
Idaho Timber Co. in 1979. 
Since then, it has grown into 
one of the top 10 private 
corporations in Idaho. 
Williams is past president of 
the Bronco Athletic 
Association and a current 
member of the BSU 
Foundation board. His con-
tributions to his alma mater 
have included a major dona-
tion to the Bronco Stadium 
expansion project. 
CHARLES WILSON ('58) came 
to Boise Junior College on a 
football scholarship and later 
became president of a string 
of Northwest radio stations. 
Wilson is the former presi-
dent of Pacific Northwest 
Broadcasting, including radio 
stations KBOI and KIZN. He 
also is past president of the 
BSU Foundation. 
The executive director of 
the world's largest dental 
association for eight 
years, jOHN lAPP ('57) 
cut his academic 
teeth at Boise 
Junior College 
before he graduated from 
Creighton University's dental 
school in 1961. For nearly 
two decades he was chief of 
the American Medical 
Association's lobbying 
efforts in Washington, D.C., 
before he took over as head 
of the American Dental 
Association, a position he 
held from 1993 until his 
retirement in 2001. Zapp, 69, 
had a private dental prac-
tice in Oregon before he 
got involved in the political 
arena. He lives in Bethesda, 
Md. 
BENJAMIN CHRISTIAN 
ZIMMERMANN ('68) was 
awarded a Silver Medallion 
in 1986 by Boise State 
University. As a TWA flight 
engineer, he helped free 145 
hostages held in Beirut by 
Arab terrorists the year 
before and went on to write 
Hostage in a Hostage World, 
detailing how he staged a 
mechanical emergency that 
led the terrorists to believe 
that they couldn't leave the 
airport. Zimmermann, a 
member of the clergy for the 
Lutheran Church, retired 
from the Idaho House of 
Representatives in 2000 after 
serving two terms and now 
lives in Cascade. A graduate 
of National Defense 
University in Washington, 
D.C., he is also writing a 
fiction book that deals 
with terrorism. 
AN :liNG 
SEVENTYL..--..-
Dave Wilcox 
P-Ie ou a newsmaker? 
EASY WAYS 
TO SUBMIT YOUR ALUMNI NOTES 
Have you moved, retired, been promoted, 
received an award, gotten married? FOCUS readers 
want to know. Please help us spread the word by 
including your news in the alumni news section. 
i AIL: 
lburke@boisestate.edu .2 
'2 T~~8 426-1005 
~IL: 
FOCUS, c/o Boise State Alumni Association 
1910 University Drive 
Boise, 1D 83725 
Name --------------------------------------
Year of Graduation Major ---------
Address-------------------
City---------------
State Zip Code ---------
Phone/e-mail ---------------
Here's my news: ------------------------------
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